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ABSTRACT 
 
 
 

Alleghany County Public Schools, in cooperation with the Alleghany County Parks and 
Recreation Department, requests a grant of $195,720 to support the second phase of a five-year, 
comprehensive plan for improvements to the outdoor recreational facilities at Clifton Middle and 
Mountain View Elementary Schools. This grant request represents 70 percent of the total 
estimated cost for the project of $279,600. Of the remaining 30 percent, Alleghany County 
Public Schools will fund 20 percent and The Alleghany County Parks and Recreation 
Department will fund 10 percent. These upgrades will result in significant benefit to school and 
recreation league athletic programs, provide daily recreational and fitness opportunities to our 
community at large, improve our community’s position with regard to recreational tourism, and 
promote civic pride and economic development. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

During construction of the Clifton Middle/Mountain View Elementary Schools complex, The 
Alleghany Foundation generously contributed to the development of the outdoor recreational 
facilities that are presently in place at the two schools. This initial project enabled the schools 
and the community to enjoy individual fitness endeavors and team sports.  
 
In recent years, a renewed emphasis on wellness and physical activity has resulted in the need for 
more and better recreational facilities for school, community, and individual activities. 
Additionally, the economic benefit of recreational tourism for the Alleghany Highlands has 
shown some promise and provides an avenue by which to communicate civic pride to visitors to 
our community. The Jackson River Sports Complex in Covington is an excellent example of a 
facility that meets this need. Enhancement of the existing outdoor recreational facilities at the 
Clifton Middle/Mountain View Elementary Schools complex will not only meet specific needs 
of the county and school division but will augment the Jackson River Sports Complex to further 
the region’s status and marketability for recreational tourism.  
 
In 2007 The Alleghany Foundation supported Phase I of a comprehensive plan for improvements 
to the outdoor recreational facilities at Clifton Middle and Mountain View Elementary Schools 
with a very generous contribution of $153,538. The following is a progress report for phase one: 

 
Project Status 

Bring the baseball and softball complex up to VHSL 
standards to include: 

• Grading and seeding 
• New fencing 
• Infield reconditioning 
• Installation of dugouts (4) 

 

The engineering analysis has 
been completed along with the 
related site plan and bid 
specifications. The project will 
be advertised for bids in late-
February with an expected 
completion date of July 2008. 

Asphalt surface the existing walking trail (currently wood 
chips) plus extend it on both ends so that it connects with 
paved roads or sidewalks. 

Complete 

Asphalt surface the current gravel road and walking paths at 
the football/soccer complex. Complete 

.  
This plan for recreational facilities enhancements has been developed through the cooperation of 
Alleghany County Public Schools, the Alleghany County Parks and Recreation Department, and 
citizens actively involved in youth sports programs. Active participants in this process include: 
 

• Dr. Robert P. Grimesey, Jr., Superintendent, Alleghany County Public Schools 
• Mr. Eric Simpson, Supervisor, Alleghany County Parks and Recreation Department 
• Mr. Keven Rice, Director of Administrative Services, Alleghany County Public Schools 
• Ms. Brenda Siple, Principal, Clifton Middle School 
• Mr. Sherman Callahan, Athletic Director, Clifton Middle School 
• Mr. Mike Isbell, Physical Education Teacher, Clifton Middle School 
• Ms. Teresa Johnson, Principal, Mountain View Elementary School
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• Mr. John Hutchison, Athletic Director, Alleghany High School 
• Mr. Lacy Broughman, Volunteer Coordinator, Clifton Forge Little League  
 

The partners now submit this proposal to The Alleghany Foundation for consideration of a 
$195,720 grant in support of Phase II of a five-year phased implementation of a plan totaling 
$1,443,740 as outlined in a subsequent section of this proposal. 
 

THE ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Participating organizations include Alleghany County Public Schools, the Alleghany County 
Parks and Recreation Department, and the Clifton Forge Little League. 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND ANTICIPATED BENEFITS 
 
This proposal seeks support from The Alleghany Foundation to underwrite equipment and 
construction costs associated with Phase II of a comprehensive, five-year plan of enhancements 
to the outdoor recreational facilities at the Clifton Middle/Mountain View Elementary Schools 
complex. These enhancements include: 
 
Phase I  - Previously Funded         
 

1) Bring the baseball and softball complex up to VHSL standards to include: 
 Grading and seeding 
 New fencing 
 Infield reconditioning 
 Installation of dugouts (4)  

2) Asphalt surface the existing walking trail (currently wood chips) plus extend it on both 
ends so that it connects with paved roads or sidewalks.  

3) Asphalt surface the current gravel road and walking paths at the football/soccer complex. 
This will allow handicap access to the field house and the home or visitor’s bleachers.  

  
Phase II 

 
1) Install bleachers at the football/soccer field. This includes: 

 Home side – elevated, aluminum bleachers with 15 rows that are handicap accessible 
with a seating capacity of 1,040 
• Bleachers anchored to an asphalt platform 
• Press box with support structure 

 Visitor side – elevated, aluminum bleachers with 10 rows that are handicap accessible 
with a seating capacity of 316 
• Bleachers anchored to an asphalt platform. 
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Phase III 
 

1) Double the size of the existing field house from 2,214 square feet to 4,428 square feet. 
This addition would include a concession stand, locker room with a restroom and 
showers, and a visiting team room/storage room with a restroom. 

 
Phase IV 
 

1) Light baseball and softball fields 
2) Install four eight-row, 80 person capacity bleachers on pea gravel pads 
3) Construct asphalt surfaced access road/walk to the ball fields. 

 
Phase V 
 

1) Light existing tennis courts 
2) Construct combination picnic shelter/amphitheater/outdoor classroom along the Jackson 

River east of the access bridge 
3) Existing playground upgrades 

 
Anticipated benefits of this project include: 
 

1) Recreational facilities that benefit a larger cross-section of the community 
2) Additional facilities for school and recreation league activities 
3) Ability to hold VHSL sanctioned baseball and softball games 
4) Enhanced attraction for recreational tourism events and economic development 
5) Increased marketing/awareness of Alleghany County  
6) School and community pride. 

 
NEEDS TO BE MET 

 
Through support of The Alleghany Foundation for Phase I of the plan to upgrade the outdoor 
athletic facilities at the Clifton Middle/Mountain View Elementary Schools complex, much has 
been accomplished. While the list of needs has been reduced much remains to be done. This 
grant proposal will help address these deficiencies to meet the following needs: 
 

1) Phase IV of the comprehensive plan will further enhance the baseball and softball 
complex by providing lighting, permanent seating, and improved access. 

2) The current football and soccer complex is insufficient to host large, spectator venues. 
Phase II of the comprehensive plan will provide a first-rate facility for a variety of 
athletic and entertainment events. 

3) Tennis, once a vibrant sport in the Alleghany Highlands, has declined over time. This is 
certainly due, in part, to a lack of available tennis courts. Lighting the tennis courts at 
Clifton Middle School, included in Phase V, will create more access during times when 
people are most likely to have leisure time available.
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4) Currently, an outdoor amphitheater and classroom does not exist for use by the citizens 
and students of Alleghany County. Phase V includes the construction of an outdoor 
amphitheater adjacent to a picnic shelter/picnic area for community and school use. 

5) Approval of this grant proposal will help to address the nationwide epidemic – in our 
corner of the world – of inactivity and obesity. 

 
DETAILED FINANCIAL PLAN AND PROJECT TIMETABLE 

 
The following table addresses the anticipated costs for the various projects included in Phase II. 
In addition to the up-front contribution to these projects by The Alleghany Foundation, the 
Alleghany Parks and Recreation Department, and Alleghany County Public Schools, the county 
and the school division will share in the ongoing costs associated with maintaining these 
facilities to a level for which we can all be proud.  
 

Project Description Phase/
Year 

Estimated 
Cost 

Foundation 
Portion 

School 
Portion 

County 
Portion 

Install an asphalt bleacher pad for 
the home bleachers II $10,710 $7,497 $2,142 $1,071 

Install elevated, aluminum 
bleachers for the home side with a 
capacity of 1,040 

II $153,715 $107,600 $30,743 $15,372 

Install a structurally supported 
press box atop the home 
bleachers 

II $56,000 $39,200 $11,200 $5,600 

Install an asphalt bleacher pad for 
the visitor bleachers II $5,095 $3,566 $1,019 $510 

Install elevated, aluminum 
bleachers for the visitor side with 
a capacity of 316 

II $54,080 $37,856 $10,816 $5,408 

    Total – Phase II  $279,600 $195,719 $55,920 $27,961 
 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION OF THE PROJECT SUPERVISORS 
 

Biographical information for the two principal supervisors of this project is as follows: 
 
Mr. J. Keven Rice, Director of Administrative Services, Alleghany County Public Schools 
 
Mr. Rice joined Alleghany County Public Schools in April, 2006. In his present capacity he has 
administrative responsibility for construction, facilities management, transportation, and food 
service. Prior to joining the school division, Mr. Rice spent 24 years in the private sector with a 
facilities management company and a security services company. During this tenure he served as 
a facilities manager in hospitals and colleges, and as a district manager responsible for 
$9,000,000 of business in facilities services to the healthcare and education sectors. He is a 
graduate of Clifton Forge High School, attended Dabney S. Lancaster Community College, 
received his Bachelor of Science Degree in Sociology and Psychology from Virginia Tech, and 
his Master of Business Administration Degree from Averett University.  
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Mr. Eric J. Simpson, Supervisor of Parks and Recreation, Alleghany County 
 
Mr. Simpson has been with the Alleghany County Parks and Recreation Department 
since August 1985. He began as a parks maintenance employee and has advanced in the 
department to his present position as Interim Director of Parks and Recreation. During his  
21 year tenure he has acquired extensive knowledge in recreation maintenance and management, 
and has been actively involved in major park construction and renovation projects. Mr. Simpson 
is a graduate of Alleghany County High School, Dabney S. Lancaster Community College, and 
Radford University with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Recreation Administration.  

 
PLANS FOR EVALUATION OF THE PROJECT’S RESULTS 

 
During each December a progress report on each funded project will be presented by the 
Director of Administrative Services and the Director of Parks and Recreation to their respective 
boards and to The Alleghany Foundation. The progress reports will include percentage 
completion results for each phase component, a plan to correct any deficiencies (if applicable), 
and pictorial documentation. A report on Phase I was presented to The Alleghany Foundation  
and both boards during December 2007. 
 

NAMES OF TRUSTEES OF THE FISCAL MANAGING ORGANIZATION 
 

Alleghany County School Board 
 
Name/Address    Occupation  Employer 
Michael L. Whitehead , Chairman Millwright  MeadWestvaco Corporation 
Boiling Spring District 
204 Cliffside Drive 
Covington, VA 24426 
 
Randall S. Tucker, Vice Chairman Training Specialist MeadWestvaco Corporation 
Sharon District 
4607 Longdale Furnace Road 
Clifton Forge, VA 24422 
 
R. Joe Anderson   Owner   Anderson Monument Company/  
Clifton Forge East District     Anderson Family Pools 
P.O. Box 29        
Clifton Forge, VA 24422 
 
Stacey P. Bryant   Homemaker   
Falling Spring District 
103 Lakewood Lane 
Covington, VA 24422 
 
H. Hunter Fridley   Electrician  MeadWestvaco Corporation 
Covington District
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4310 Callaghan Circle 
Covington, VA 24426 

 
Robert A. Fridley   First Sergeant  Virginia State Police 
Jackson River District 
449 Winding Way 
Covington, VA 24426 
 
David W. Halsey   Retired  
Clifton Forge West District 
739 Verge Street 
Clifton Forge, VA 24422 
 
Robert P. Grimesey, Jr. Ed.D.  Superintendent Alleghany County Public Schools 
Superintendent 
115 Rosedale Avenue 
Covington, VA 24426 
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Certification of Tax Exempt Status of the Fiscal Managing Organization 
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