
 
 

 
 

Safe School Committee Meeting Notes 
September 18, 2008 

 
Present:  Fred Vaughan, Debbie Farmer, Sherman Callahan, Debbie Whiteside, Allan 
Mann, Steven Hodges, Keven Rice, Donna Nye, Ryan Muterspaugh, Tamyra Ross, 
Chris Fisher, Dwayne Ross, Dewey Knick, Wayne Perkins, Becky Kettlety, Matt Bowser, 
and Kevin Hall. 

 
1. After introductions, Mr. Vaughan reviewed the role and mission of the Safe 

School Committee. 
2. Mr. Vaughan reviewed the 2007-2008 discipline summary.  The administration 

reported 2,198 total incidents, a slight decrease over the previous school year.  
The administration continues to refine the reporting process ensuring consistency 
among the schools, state, and law enforcement.   

3. The committee reviewed the 2007-2008 School Resource Officer (SRO) 
summary.  Officers reported a total of 233 referrals during the year as well as 
over 250 referrals to administrators.  Referrals were up as a result of reporting 
traffic stops as a part of the SRO report.   

4. A review of the 2007-2008 attendance data suggests that the school division 
once again exceeded the NCLB benchmark.  The committee also reviewed a 
document associated with students exceeding the division’s attendance rate (13 
or more absences) and excellent attendance (3 days or less).  Mr. Vaughan 
provided data that clearly showed the impact of attendance on the student’s 
GPA.  A sampling of students revealed that students demonstrating excessive 
absenteeism had an average GPA of 1.814, while those with excellent 
attendance had an average GPA of 3.030.   

5. The group was provided with a document that defined homeless education 
requirements.  Mr. Vaughan reported an increase in students identified as 
homeless, often a result of doubling up due to financial hardship.   

6. The committee was informed that the nurse at Alleghany High School has now 
moved to a full-time position.  Mr. Vaughan further informed the group that 
eleven AEDs had been ordered and received for placement throughout the 
division.  Additional training will be provided on the morning of October 8, 2008.  

7. The Community Services Board (CSB) has hired a part-time prevention specialist 
to work with schools.  This individual will deliver the Second-Step program to 
students in grades JK-2 this year in all buildings with the exception of BSES.  
The guidance counselor will be providing the program there this year. 

8. The SROs reported that the school year had started well.  Mr. Vaughan noted 
that both SROs will receive a Palm Pilot with student demographic data and 
photos for all students within the division.  A laptop will be provided to the SROs 
for accessing the security camera systems from remote locations.  The Raven 
units will continue to be maintained at current locations.  Kevin Hall reported that 



they are investigating grant opportunities for continued implementation of the 
DARE program in the schools.  He further reported that he observed a lock down 
drill and was impressed with the student and staff response.  A discussion 
continued regarding the use of plain language versus codes for emergency 
purposes.  Schools now use plain language.   

9. Mr. Rice reported that all schools have security cameras installed.  He also 
reported that the CMS access control system is functional.  He described the 
system to the committee.  Pending funding, he would like to eventually install 
these at each school.  Finally, Mr. Rice reported that 18 buses have been 
equipped with automatic chaining devices.  These buses have been designated 
to routes on the western and southern parts of the county which often encounter 
hazardous conditions.   

10. Mrs. Farmer, Mrs. Kettlety, Mr. Hodges, and Officer Fisher reported from the 
Safe Schools Conference held the first week of August.  They reported 
interesting workshops on topics that included inhalants and high caffeine energy 
drinks marketed to children.  Mrs. Kettlety noted how surprised she was to learn 
that many inhalants are easily accessible in the home environment.  Officer 
Fisher discussed information that was shared by the Blacksburg Police Chief 
regarding the Virginia Tech tragedy.   

11. Mrs. Whiteside and the committee engaged in a discussion regarding concerns 
of inappropriate pictures of under aged students passed via cell phones.  This 
constitutes possession of child pornography and is considered a felony.  The 
Sheriff’s Office has received training on a program addressing this topic.  It was 
suggested that at a minimum, AHS and CMS students be provided this training.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: Monday, November 10, 2008    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political 
affiliation, disability, or age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts 
regarding compliance issues associated with this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human 
Resources and Fred C. Vaughan, Jr., Director of Student Services at Alleghany County School Board, PO Drawer 140, 
100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Virginia 24457.  540-863-1814.   


