
 

 

 
 

Safe School Committee Meeting Notes 
April 24, 2009 

 
Present:  Fred Vaughan, Debbie Farmer, Sherman Callahan, Dewey Knick, Jennifer 
Unroe, Jim Rhodes, Ryan Muterspaugh, Tracy Barner, Donna Nye, Donnie Kern, Kenny 
Higgins and Melvin Hunt  

 
1. Fred Vaughan reviewed results of the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) 

administered to students in grades 8, 10, and during early November of 2008.  
The survey is a developed by the Centers for Disease Control with local 
adaptations that include mental health, bullying, and the use of technology.  
Other areas assessed by the YRBS include safety behaviors, depression and 
suicide, substance abuse, sexual behaviors, diet and exercise, and domestic 
violence.  This is the fifth administration of the YRBS with results once again 
placing ACPS students at the national average in most areas assessed.  When 
considering core measures, middle school students reported the following; using 
alcohol during the past 30 days – 16.9%, using tobacco during the past 30 days 
– 16.4%, and using marijuana over the past 30 days – 11.4%.  High school 
students reported the following core measures; using alcohol over the past 30 
days – 46.5%, using tobacco over the past 30 days – 23.7%, and using 
marijuana over the past 30 days – 18.3%.   

2. The committee offered suggestions on how Safe and Drug Free Schools funds 
could be used.  They suggested an update on gang awareness which was 
presented to the division’s staff two years ago.  A participant suggested that as 
part of this training a community awareness campaign could be considered. One 
participant felt that training in the area of cutting was warranted. 

3. Law enforcement reported that they are still attempting to raise funds to purchase 
and train two canine units.  Each costs approximately $10,000.  School 
administration expressed appreciation for law enforcements response and 
vigilance during the aftermath of the Homestead shootings.  Law enforcement 
offered a presence throughout the school division the week after the incident. 

4. The school division is working with law enforcement, local first responders, and 
the hospital in conducting a mock incident this summer.  Tentative planning for 
this to occur the first week of August at Alleghany High School.   

5. Mr. Vaughan reported that through several meetings with the local electoral 
board, the schools (Falling Spring Elementary School, Callaghan Elementary 
School, and Boiling Spring Elementary School) would no longer be used as 
polling places beginning this November.  They will be used this spring as the 
process to change locations will not be completed by the electoral board. 

6. The annual safe schools training will occur in July.  Several members of the 
committee would like to attend utilizing safe schools funds for this training. 



7. Tracy Barner updated the committee on the change of the local chapter of the 
Red Cross which is now a unit under the Roanoke umbrella.  The new alignment 
will allow for more support and resources in our service area.  She reports that 
the direct service from the local office will likely appear unchanged as the 
changes are more administrative in nature.   

   
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: Final meeting of the year.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political 
affiliation, disability, or age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts 
regarding compliance issues associated with this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human 
Resources and Fred C. Vaughan, Jr., Director of Student Services at Alleghany County School Board, PO Drawer 140, 
100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Virginia 24457.  540-863-1814.   


