
 

 
 
 

 
November 29, 2011 
 
TO:  Dr. Sarah T. Campbell, Superintendent  

FROM:  Mary Jane Mutispaugh, Director of Instruction 

SUBJECT: 2012-2013 Curriculum Revision Recommendations for Alleghany High School and 
Clifton Middle School 

 
Mr. Fred Vaughan, Principal of Alleghany High School, has made the following curriculum revision 
recommendations for the 2012-2013 school year.  The two new course offerings being 
recommended are the English and Mathematics Capstone courses.  These courses are needed 
additions to be incompliance with the Commonwealth of Virginia’s college and career readiness 
initiative.  The Education for Employment courses replace the current Learning Strategies course.  
Other recommendations are clarifications of course descriptions.  Changes in the English courses 
reflect the elimination of English A and B distinctions, these sections are now all English.  The 
exception is English 12B.  Transitional Language Arts will be available for students who need it 
beyond ninth grade (i.e. English as a Second Language students). 

 

1. Education for Employment I Development-This course teaches students to make 
informed career and continuing education choices as they transition from school, gain 
technical skills, and adapt to the workplace.  Students are taught ethical behaviors and 
career-research, job acquisition, workplace communication, self-awareness, self-
advocacy, customer service, and life skills. (Suggested for grades 9, 10, and 11) 

2. Education for Employment II Development-This course continues to teach students to 
make informed career and continuing education choices as they transition from school, 
gain technical skills, and adapt to the workplace.  Students are taught to apply ethical 
behaviors and career research, job acquisition, workplace communication, self-
awareness, self-advocacy, customer service, and life skills.  (Suggested for grades 10, 
11, and 12) 

3. English Capstone Course-This course is designed for seniors to provide an additional 
boost for competent and successful entry into college and careers.  This course will 
augment skills in critical reading; critical thinking; the fundamentals of academic writing; 
and exposition, persuasion, and argumentation.  Students must a) have satisfactorily 
completed the English 11 SOL, b) have achieved at least minimum proficiency on both 
the end of course English reading and writing assessments, and c) are college intending, 
but may not be fully college ready. 

4. Mathematics Capstone Course-This course is designed to give certain students and 
additional boost for competent and successful entry into college and careers.  The 
course will add to students’ preparation for college and the workplace by 1) enhancing 
skills in number and quantity, functions and algebra, geometry, and statistics and 
probability; and 2) simultaneously reinforcing readiness skills and dispositions in 
adaptability and flexibility, creativity and innovation, leadership, team work, collaboration, 
and work ethic.  Prerequisites: have satisfactorily completed the required mathematics 
courses based on the SOL (Algebra II or Algebra, Functions, and Data Analysis), have 
earned at least two verified credits in mathematics, and are college intending but mat not 
be fully college ready. 



5. English 12B-English B is designed for Seniors only to prepare students for a diploma 
and for life after high school, including, but not limited to skills needed for the workplace 
and/or technical/vocational training. High interest materials and texts on appropriate 
reading levels will be used. 

6. English 9-12-The English curriculum is designed to prepare students for the end of 
course SOL test (where applicable), for a diploma, and for life after high school, including 
skills needed for the work place, technical/vocational training, and/or college admission 
with an emphasis on higher level thinking skills.  The focus of the course will be various 
literary genres, vocabulary studies, research strategies, written and verbal 
communication skills, technical writing, and practical job related skills. 

7. Honors English 9-12-Honors English is designed to prepare students for the end of 
course SOL test (where applicable) for a diploma, and for life after high school, including 
skills needed for the work place, technical/vocational training, and/or college admission, 
with an emphasis on higher level thinking skills. It is intended for those students who 
have demonstrated superior skills, work ethic, and attitudes in former English classes.  
The class moves at a faster pace.  Class assignments, outside readings, expectations, 
standards, and assessments exceed those of a regular English class.  Students should 
have been previously enrolled in Honors English OR have at least a B average in 
previous English course AND have the recommendation of their English teacher. The 
criteria for Honors English 9 are an 8th grade score of 500 or above and/or teacher 
recommendation.  

8. Transitional Language Arts (TLA)-Transitional Language Arts (TLA) is an elective 
course for students who need additional instruction in reading and writing before taking 
the core English courses. Placement in this course is determined by recommendation by 
school officials based on test scores and classroom performance. The focus is basic 
English skills, including, but not limited to, study skills, test-taking skills, reading 
comprehension skills, basic grammar skills, word study skills, and writing skills. This 
course is also recommended for students who are English Language Learners. 

 

 
Mrs. Brenda Siple, Principal Clifton Middle School, has recommended the following addition to the 
curriculum at Clifton Middle School: 
 

1. Education for Employment Development-This course introduces students to the concept 
of work and the process of making informed career and continuing education choices.  
These choices are required to successfully transition to the workplace.  Students are taught 
ethical behaviors and choices.  These choices are required to successfully transition to the 
workplace.  Students are taught ethical behaviors and career research, job acquisition, 
workplace communication, self-awareness, self-advocacy, customer service, and life skills. 

 
The only costs associated with these recommendations are textbooks for the capstone courses.  
Workbooks and curriculum materials for the Education for Employment courses have been provided 
free of charge by the Virginia Department of Education’s Training and Technical Assistance Center 
(T-TAC). 
 
I recommend these curriculum changes for the 2012-2013 school year at Clifton Middle School and 
Alleghany High School. 


