
 

 
 
December 4, 2013 
 
TO:  Dr. Sarah T. Campbell, Superintendent  

FROM:  Mary Jane Mutispaugh, Director of Instruction 

SUBJECT: 2014-2015 Curriculum Revision Recommendations for Alleghany High School 
 
Mr. Fred Vaughan, Principal of Alleghany High School, has made the following curriculum revision 
recommendations for the 2014-2015 school year.  These are new courses. 
 
Small Animal Care 1 8083 
Students learn how to care for and manage small animals, focusing on instructional areas in 
animal health, nutrition, management, reproduction, and evaluation. Course content also 
includes instruction in the tools, equipment, and facilities for small animal care, and provides 
activities to foster leadership development. FFA and SAE activities are encouraged. (9-12) 
 
Principles of Business and Marketing 6115 
Principles of Business and Marketing is a course designed to familiarize students with the roles 
of business and marketing in the free enterprise system and the global economy. Basic financial 
concepts of banking, insurance, credit, inheritance, taxation, and investments are investigated to 
provide a strong background as students prepare to make sound decisions as consumers, wage 
earners, and citizens. The real-world impact of technology, effective communication, and 
interpersonal skills is evident throughout the course. This course also supports career 
development skills and explores career options. (9-12) 
 
Class Piano 9296 
Class piano is designed to teach the concepts and fundamentals needed to perform on the 
piano.  It will increase musical understanding beyond just reading notes by teaching students a 
vocabulary of chords and keys, accompaniment patterns, and improvisational techniques.   
Students will play melodies in several positions and have the opportunity to participate in 
ensemble playing.  Students will develop good practice habits, and learn techniques to increase 
the muscular agility and flexibility of their hands.  We will delve into music at its source, find out 
how music is constructed, and discover the composers and history behind the music. At the 
completion of this course, the student will have learned to play some of the standards of piano 
repertoire while gaining a thorough understanding of the history and basic concepts of music. (9-
12) 
 
English Composition 01102  
This composition intensive course is designed for freshmen and/or sophomores to build upon 
previous writing skills and essentials as introduced and practiced in middle school and/or 9th 
grade.  This course seeks to further develop the writing process and enhance practices, as 
outlined by the VDOE, which are necessary for producing successful high school compositions.  
Students will continually practice and be provided reinforcement in the essential 
mechanical/grammatical elements in successful writing.  Furthermore, students will learn to 
improve and perfect narrative, descriptive, expository, and persuasive modes with attention to 
audience, MLA format, and documentation/research.  Literature may be studied as an 
accompaniment, to expose students to exemplary illustrations of various forms of writing.  
Overall, this course will challenge the student to think, write, and speak critically, effectively, 
concisely, and efficiently. (9-10) 



 
Computer Mathematics 3184 
This course will utilize the TI-83+ graphing calculator to explore mathematical problem-solving 
through computer programming.  Students will analyze data in charts, graphs, and tables; 
design, write, and test computer programs that define constraints of a given problem; design 
algorithms to solve a given problem; design and implement input/output phases of a program; 
define simple variable data types; translate mathematical expressions into a computer 
statement; implement conditional statements (if/then/else); and implement loops and iterative 
loops.  (Prerequisite: Geometry).   
 

Chemistry 111-112; Dual Enrollment Chemistry 

This course explores the fundamental laws, theories and mathematical concepts of chemistry. It 
is designed primarily for science and engineering majors. These are semester long courses in 
which students may earn college credit while completing the requirements for high school 
Chemistry.  However, a student must complete both semesters to earn the high school credit for 
Chemistry.  College credits earned at Dabney S. Lancaster Community College may be 
transferred to other colleges and universities.  (11-12) 
 
The only costs associated with these recommendations are textbooks. 
 
I recommend these curriculum changes for the 2014-2015 school year at Alleghany High School. 


