
 
 

Parent Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: Wednesday, March 5, 2008 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory committee meetings.  

They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-going efforts to assess our needs, determine 
our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe 

any critical oversight or misinterpretation. 
 
Participants present for 6 p.m. meeting of Council of PTOs & PTAs:  Shawn Truett (SES), Erin Clark (SES), Kaarn Thomas (SES), 
Cristi Miller (CES),  Tammie Hoke-Looney (BSES), Gail Higgins (BSES), Robert Tucker (AHS), Daryl Shreve (AHS), Daphne Livesay 
(FSE), Lorri Saville (MVE), Susan Clonch (MVE), Courtney Horner (CMS), Mary Jane Mutispaugh (Supervisor of Instruction), and Fred 
Vaughan (Director of Student Services). 
 
Participants present for 7 p.m. PAC meeting:  Pat Bennett-Wilhelm (AHS), Shari Peterson (AHS), Robert Tucker (AHS), Tryna Bowen 
(BSES),  Leonard Smith (CES), Bob Putman (AHS Band Boosters), Melanie Rothe (CMS), Lori Barbour (MVE), Lorri Saville (MVE),  
Karma Tucker (FSES), Fred Vaughan, Mary Jane Mutispaugh, Lorie Bess, and Bob Grimesey (Superintendent). 
 
1. Participants affirmed the summary notes of the February 6, 2008 meeting.  Dr. Grimesey stated he regretted the inclusion in the 
written record of an individual participant’s statement that was critical of the Clifton Middle School math department.  While he does not 
want to discourage open dialogue at PAC meetings, Dr. Grimesey said such generalized criticisms are not appropriate for the written 
record.  He expressed his regret to the CMS math department and he reported that he had asked Mrs. Siple to share his regret with 
every member of the department.  Dr. Grimesey said all individual teachers and departments may make mistakes or may discover 
procedures that must be improved, but he added that there is abundant evidence to affirm that Clifton Middle School’s math teachers 
have achieved great success with the vast majority of their students for many years.  He concluded that he is very proud of the CMS 
math department. 
 
2.  Mary Jane Mutispaugh reported on the situation with the Latin class.  The delivery format of the class has changed to computer 
streaming.  We are looking in to alternative providers for the next school year that will be compatible with our schedule and flexible 
when the normal schedule is disrupted.  If we cannot find a satisfactory delivery method, the course will not be offered. 
 
3.  Dr. Grimesey followed up on a question that was raised in the previous PAC meeting about school pictures.  He said he surveyed 
each school principal and confirmed that school pictures are, first and foremost, fundraising activities.  He noted the principals seek 
school picture contracts that provide the highest level of profit and the greatest level of satisfaction to parents and students.  When 
enough parents and students tell principals that they are dissatisfied with their school’s photographer, then they are likely to not 
participate.  When they do not participate, profits decline and principals seek alternate photographers.  Dr. Grimesey added that school 
picture contracts are not likely to be governed under the state procurement requirements due to an overall lack of volume.  He said the 
division encourages the schools to support the local economy, but principals are allowed the flexibility to seek fundraising opportunities 
that meet the best interests of their schools and which provide the highest level of satisfaction to their parents and students.  As a 
result, final decisions are left to the discretion of the principals.  Therefore, concerns about individual school picture programs should be 
directed to the individual school PAC process. 
 
4.  Dr. Grimesey followed up on last month’s PAC discussion about the possible presentation of “PG” movies during PTA- or PTO-
sponsored “family movie nights”  He said that he had discussed the issue with principals during the most recent administrative staff 
meeting.  While principals raised some legitimate concerns, it was decided that we could try it and see how it works.  A participant 
noted that parents would be made aware that a PG movie would be shown and it would be the parent’s choice as to whether or not they 
allow their child to watch the movie.  Another participant noted that because of the copyright regulations of movies, the school cannot 
advertise the specific name of the movie, only its rating.  Dr. Grimesey stated this issue could be revisited at a later time if the need 
arises.   In the meantime, he thought the direct presence of parents during such events would satisfy the spirit of the School Board 
regulation. 
 
5.  Dr. Grimesey reminded participants that Keven Rice is available to give tours of the Gleason property if anyone is interested.  He 
encouraged participants to take a tour before the leaves grow back on the trees so they can get a full view of the property.   
 
6.  Dr. Grimesey reminded participants of the March 15 Celebration of the Arts program and encouraged them to attend if possible.   
 
7.  Dr. Grimesey provided an update on the School Board’s budget development process.  He noted that Governor Kaine’s recent 
revisions to his proposed budget have resulted in a significant decrease in Alleghany County’s anticipated state funds for 2008-2009.  
He added, however, that the School Board remains committed to providing adequate funds to begin renovating Alleghany High School 
if a decision is made to not build a new high school.  He reminded participants that the funds that have been set aside for renovation 
will be shifted to assist with debt service payments in the event that a new high school is constructed.   
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8.  Dr. Grimesey provided each participant with copies of the Alleghany County Magisterial Districts map and the Alleghany County 
Education and School Districts map.  He then explained the correlation between each County Board of Supervisor representative and 
each School Board member representative.  He offered the following example for clarification:  If Paige Morgan is your Supervisor, then 
Hunter Fridley would be your School Board representative. He noted that several school zones are represented by more than one 
School Board member.  He reminded participants that School Board members are appointed by the entire Board of Supervisors; not by 
a specific district supervisor. He stated Mr. Joe Anderson’s and Mr. Hunter Fridley’s terms will be ending June 30, 2008.  He 
encouraged participants to get involved in the appointment process and make their opinions known to their supervisor.  He noted it is 
very acceptable for the County Council of PTAs and PTOs to invite any interested candidates to one of their meetings for questions.   
 
9.  A participant asked about attendance in a dual enrollment class at the high school when a student is attending another school 
function.  The participant wanted to know if a student would be counted as absent if they were attending a trip sponsored by another 
class.  Dr. Grimesey and Mrs. Mutispaugh ensured everyone that a student will not be counted as absent while attending another 
school function, however, the student would have to work hard to make up any work they had missed.   
 
10.  A participant stated the Alleghany County website now has the GIS (Geographic Information System) system and that aerial photos 
are currently from 2002 but will be updated in May.  He encouraged everyone to check out the website and take a look at the aerial 
photo of the Gleason property.  The GIS system can be found on the home page of the Alleghany County website at 
www.co.alleghany.va.us.  
 
NEXT MEETING:  The last meeting will be Wednesday, April 2, 2008 with County Council of PTOs & PTAs meeting at 6 p.m. followed 
by Parent Advisory Committee meeting at 7 p.m. 
 

The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability, or age in its 
programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance issues associated with this non-

discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Fred C. Vaughan, Jr., Director of Student Services at Alleghany 
County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va.,. 540-863-1814. 
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