
 
 

Parent Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: Wednesday, April 2, 2008 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory committee meetings.  

They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-going efforts to assess our needs, determine 
our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe 

any critical oversight or misinterpretation. 
 
Participants present for 6 p.m. meeting of Council of PTOs & PTAs:  Shawn Truett (SES), Kaarn Thomas (SES), Robert Tucker (AHS), 
Mary Jane Mutispaugh (Supervisor of Instruction), and Fred Vaughan (Director of Student Services). 
 
Participants present for 7 p.m. PAC meeting:  Pat Bennett-Wilhelm (AHS), Shari Peterson (AHS), Robert Tucker (AHS), Tryna Bowen 
(BSES),  Bob Putman (AHS Band Boosters), Melanie Rothe (CMS), Lori Barbour (MVE), Alethea Pettis (MVE), Karma Tucker (FSES), 
Fred Vaughan, Mary Jane Mutispaugh, Lorie Bess, and Bob Grimesey (Superintendent). 
 
1.  Participants affirmed the summary notes of the March 5, 2008 meeting.   
 
2.  Mr. Fred Vaughan reported on the Celebration of the Arts event stating it was a big success.  Dr. Grimesey noted the conductor, 
Michael Sharp, was very complimentary of the school and students.  He also stated he was impressed with the artwork of the students 
and could see improvement in the students over the years.  He offered his compliments to the Council.  Mr. Vaughan stated it is the 
desire of the Council to make this an annual event.   
 
3.  Dr. Grimesey reported on his visit to the Falling Spring Parent Advisory meeting on March 31.  He noted there were approximately 
twelve people in attendance and that the feedback was positive.  He stated he would be happy to attend any Parent Advisory or PTO 
meetings to answer any questions for the participants.  Mrs. Karma Tucker thanked Dr. Grimesey for attending the meeting and 
answering questions during the meeting.   
 
4.  Dr. Grimesey reminded participants this would be the last meeting of the Parent Advisory Committee before a decision would 
hopefully be made regarding Alleghany High School.  He encouraged participants to remain involved, ask questions, and let their 
respective Board member and Board of Supervisor representative know how they feel about the situation.  He reminded participants 
that although schools are out of session during the summer, both the School Board and the Board of Supervisors continue to meet on a 
regular basis.  He stated a decision must be made by the end of June regarding the purchase of the land because the option-to-buy 
agreement will expire.  He noted that Board purchase of the land will not guarantee that construction of a new high school is imminent 
since there will remain many possible financial and political hurdles.  On the other hand, he assured participants that he would do 
everything in his authority to make sure that “some decision is made.” 
 
5.  Dr. Grimesey reminded participants of the School Board member appointment process.  He noted that there are two Board member 
terms that will end June 30, 2008.  He encouraged everyone to remain involved in the appointment process and to encourage other 
parents, teachers, grandparents, and citizens to also become involved.   
 
6.  Dr. Grimesey stated he is aware of the petition being circulated regarding consolidation.  He stated he had signed the petition and is 
confident that both Alleghany County and the City of Covington will acquire the minimum amount of signatures needed to go forward 
with filing the petition.  He noted that if the petition is filed, both governments would have one year to present a consolidation agreement 
for a voter referendum.  If that happens, it could be on the November 2009 ballot, but it would most likely be on the May 2010 ballot. 
 
7.  A participant asked if the school calendar had been approved.  Dr. Grimesey replied it was approved by the School Board on 
February 18, 2008 and is posted on the school website.  Another participant asked if the City of Covington had been approved to start 
school before Labor Day.  Dr. Grimesey replied that he felt confident that Mr. Eddie Graham, Superintendent of Covington City schools 
would contact him as soon as a final determination had been made by the Department of Education.     
 
8.  Mary Jane Mutispaugh followed up on a discussion from a previous PAC meeting about the grading scale.  She noted the majority of 
schools in southwest Virginia use the 7-point grading scale.  A participant stated colleges look at whether a student has an “A” grade or 
a “B” grade and it makes it harder for the student to be accepted.  Dr. Grimesey commented that colleges really emphasize the SAT 
scores and the courses the student takes, not so much the “A” or “B” grade they have.  Mrs. Mutispaugh noted it is important to 
remember that when a school division uses a particular grading scale, it is for all the schools, not just the high school.  She also noted 
that colleges look at a student’s consistency with a particular class.  Dr. Grimesey then noted that college admission officers look at 
whether or not a student was a participant in the Governor School program and that is it better for a student to have a “B” or “C” grade 
in a Governor School class than to have an “A” in a nonacademic course.  He also noted that every admissions officer will have their 
own school’s guidelines and their own personal perspectives.  He stated he is not opposed to a 10-point grading scale but is concerned 
about the rigorous process involved in switching the grading scale and isn’t sure it is worth it in the end.  A participant noted that all 
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students are now required to take an Algebra and Geometry class, but that was not a requirement ten years ago.  He noted all students 
have to be considered, not only those who plan to go to college, but also those students who just want to graduate.  Dr. Grimesey noted 
that there are indications that more Alleghany students are going to college.   

  
9.  Mrs. Mutispaugh reported the school division is currently working with DSLCC to assist juniors who are at risk of not graduating.  
She stated they are working on a “concurrently enrolled” program to encourage those students to graduate.  She stated these credits 
are not transferable to colleges such as Virginia Tech but the classes still would prepare the student for college-level work.  She 
reported the Compass Test (DSLCC placement test) was given to all juniors and there are potentially 34 students who may be offered 
early admission to DSLCC.  She commented it is the goal of the school division and DSLCC to give students as much developmental 
work as possible during their senior year of high school to accelerate placement once they are enrolled in DSLCC full time.  She noted 
this is the first agreement of this type that she is aware of and it is a great opportunity for students who normally would not have even 
considered college.  A participant asked where the funds come from to pay for this program.  Mrs. Mutispaugh replied the funds were 
built into the dual enrollment budget.  Dr. Grimesey added that several ACPS teachers currently teach at DSLCC and the school 
division is paid by DSLCC for those services.  Mr. Vaughan shared a specific case in which a student was an 18-year-old sophomore 
and was expected to drop out but when Mrs. Mutispaugh introduced him to the program. “A light bulb went off” and the student was 
interested in the program, Mr. Vaughan said. 
 
10. Dr. Grimesey handed out and reviewed a copy of the proposed amended school budget.   He noted the items in red pinpoint 
changes made since the March 17 approval from the School Board. He pointed out the School Board has not asked the Board of 
Supervisors for increased funding for the past three years and is requesting level local funding again for 2008-2009.  He noted he 
attended the Board of Supervisors’ meeting on April 1 and a supervisor said he felt the School Board was being exorbitant in giving its 
employees a 4% cost-of-living pay adjustment.  Dr. Grimesey stated he realizes the state had reduced funding to local governments 
and he understands how that affects the budget process.  However, he emphasized that the School Board is not asking the Supervisors 
for increased funding, only for level funding.  He also stated that he understands there are citizens who think the reassessment 
increase was an instrument used to bring in revenue to build a new high school.  He clarified that the reassessment process is a state 
law and is required to be done every four years and has nothing to do with Alleghany High School. He noted on the handout that the 
items in the left hand column would remain in the budget and those in the right hand column were cut from the budget.    
 
11.  Mr. Fred Vaughan reported on the 2008 Youth Risk Behavior Survey.  He reported this anonymous survey is produced by the 
Center for Disease Control (CDC) and is given to 8th, 10th, and 12th graders on a two-year rotation, therefore, surveying the same 
students each time.  A previous survey concluded that our kids compare nationally with other kids the same ages.  He noted the 
responses are consistent and feels confident in the accuracy of the results.  He stated this survey, if approved by the School Board, will 
be given to students this fall.  Dr. Grimesey added the results from the previous survey are on the school website under the Student 
Services area.  Dr. Grimesey said that many projects have stemmed from this survey, including the indoor track team, CMS track team, 
and CMS wrestling team.  He noted that these sports serve many students do not “make the cut” in traditional team sports like 
basketball and baseball.  Mr. Vaughan asked participants to review the survey and contact him within two weeks with their comments 
and/or questions.  The link to the results of the past survey may be found at: 

http://www.alleghany.k12.va.us/x_upload/files/YRBS%202007.ppt#256,1,Alleghany County Public Schools. 
 
12.  A participant asked about the proposed swim team at AHS and if students who are on the swim team would be allowed to also 
participate in other sports.  Mr. Vaughan stated if a swim team becomes available, students would be allowed to participate in two 
sports per season.  A participant stated several students only want to be on a swim team and are not interested in other sports.  
Participants agreed they were really supportive of the swim team because it is a good activity to keep the students busy after school.  
Dr. Grimesey stated the swim team is still being carefully considered and he encouraged participants to inform their School Board 
member of their support for the swim team.   He noted there are approximately 36 students who are interested in the swim team and 
three teachers who would coach the team.  He stated the Board members like the idea of a swim team because it is a situation in which 
the funds go directly to the students and with the newly opened YMCA is certainly convenient.   
 
13.  Dr. Grimesey reminded participants that this was the PAC’s final meeting.  He noted that he was well advised from this advisory 
committee over the past year and appreciated everyone’s comments, questions, and support.  He asked participants to inform their 
principal and Mrs. Bess if they would be interested in serving on the committee again next year.  He stated all were welcome to return.  
 

The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability, or age in its 
programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance issues associated with this non-

discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Fred C. Vaughan, Jr., Director of Student Services at Alleghany 
County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va.,. 540-863-1814. 
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