
 
 

Parent Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: Wednesday, November 5, 2007 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory committee 

meetings.  They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-going efforts to assess 
our needs, determine our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and programs.  Participants should contact the 

superintendent if they observe any critical oversight or misinterpretation. 
 
Participants present for 6 p.m. meeting of Council of PTOs & PTAs:  Shawn Truett (SES), Melanie Dawson (CES), Daphne 
Livesay (FSES), Tryna Bowen (BSES), April Alexander (MVES), Robert Tucker (AHS), Mary Jane Mutispaugh (Supervisor of 
Instruction) and Fred Vaughan (Director of Student Services).  PTOs/PTAs not represented:  Clifton Middle School.  Teachers 
who joined the meeting for discussion about Celebration of the Arts:  Susan Clonch (MVES art); Kaarn Thomas (SES/BSES art); 
Daryl Shreve (AHS art); Courtney Horner (CMS art); Gail Higgins (BSES/FSES music).   
 
Participants present for 7 p.m. PAC meeting:  Pat Bennett-Wilhelm (AHS), Shari Peterson (AHS), Robert Tucker (AHS), Tryna 
Bowen (BSES), Sarah Maydian (SES), Leonard & Dawn Smith (CES), Bob Putman (AHS Band Boosters), Karma Tucker 
(FSES), Stacey Bryant (FSES), April Alexander (MVES), Lori Barbour (CMS), Melanie Rothe (CMS), Mary Jane Mutispaugh 
(Supervisor of Instruction) and Bob Grimesey (Superintendent). 
 
1. Participants affirmed the summary notes of the October 3, 2007 meeting. 
 
2. A participant asked if the 2008-2009 school calendar had been published yet.  Dr. Grimesey said he expected the School 
Board to approve the 2008-2009 calendar in February.  He noted that this year’s calendar development process will include 
study of a possible common calendar for both Covington City and Alleghany County schools. 
 
3. A participant asked for a report on the outcome of concerns expressed last month by Boiling Spring parents about reduction 
of their bus routes from four to three.  Dr. Grimesey said the fourth route had been restored and that it was implemented at the 
beginning of October. 
 
4.  A participant expressed appreciation for Dr. Elizabeth Heath, the school division’s new Supervisor of Special Education.  The 
participant said Dr. Heath recently became involved in a matter with which the participant was familiar.  The participant reported 
that Dr. Heath was “extremely professional and very supportive of parental involvement.” 
 
5.  A participant asked for an update of the Virginia Department of Transportation’s (VDOT) plan for the Low Moor exit on I-64.  
Dr. Grimesey said the Commonwealth Transportation Board had moved up the date for safety and drainage improvements to I-
64 from the Island Ford Bridge through the Dabney S. Lancaster exit.  The construction date was moved up from 2013 to 2010 
and the project is now included in VDOT’s five-year budget.  Dr. Grimesey added that VDOT also was making a presentation at 
tonight’s (October 5) meeting of the Alleghany County Board of Supervisors on the results of its recent month-long traffic study 
of the Low Moor exit.  He noted that several options were to be proposed, including the possible installation of new routing 
and/or traffic lights.  Dr. Grimesey expressed hope that the re-routing or traffic lights would provide some relief for congestion 
prior to 2010.  
 
6. A participant said her child reported that Clifton Middle School food services staff members might be recycling food that has 
been discarded by other students.  Another participant who is a food service worker at the middle school said unopened plastic 
milk bottles may be wiped off and recycled, but she assured her fellow participants that no food products are recycled.  She said 
all discarded food products are sent through the disposal or discarded in some other sanitary way. 
 
7. Dr. Grimesey reviewed a schedule of upcoming events related to the AHS decision process.  He noted that representatives 
from Moseley Architects will present their design of a new high school with projected costs during the School Board’s meeting in 
Gleason Forum Hall at 6 p.m. Monday, November 19.  He added that the School Board and Board of Supervisors will conduct a 
joint meeting at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, December 5 in Gleason Forum Hall to review all information that has been gathered to 
date and to determine if they will proceed with further consideration of any expensive remedy to the high school issue.  Dr. 
Grimesey concluded that the public will be invited to comment on the Alleghany High School issue as part of a public hearing on 
the school division’s capital improvement plan during its meeting at 6 p.m. Monday, December 10 at Sharon Elementary School. 
 
8. Dr. Grimesey reported on highlights of the October 24 presentation by a representative from Morgan-Keegan on his firm’s 
financial analysis of Alleghany County.  Dr. Grimesey reviewed a summary of funding scenarios based on the Morgan-Keegan 
report.  He said a variety of policy issues are being analyzed by a sub-committee of representatives from the two boards.  The 



sub-committee will report back to a joint meeting of the two boards on December 5.  Some of the questions include, but are not 
limited to: 

a. What is the top priority for each board?  School Board?  Board of Supervisors?  Wastewater treatment plant for east end of 
county, or a high school for entire county? 

b. Can we eliminate any options?  Expand-renovate Covington High School?  Major expansion-renovation of AHS? 
c. Is a new 900-student school beyond our financial reach?  If so, then how far can we reach, and if we are still short, are 

there any grant sources that may help us to close the final gap?  
d. Or must we fall back to some back-up plan, such as the “band aid plan?”  If so, can we at least secure a bond and do all of 

the improvements at one time? 
e. Regardless of the option, how much do we have available so that we can determine how much we can do?  What 

commitments will end in the coming years, and can those funds be shifted to AHS debt service?  YMCA?  CMS-MVES?  
FSES-CES-SES? 

 
9.  A participant asked if there was a plan for the current Alleghany High School structure if a new school is built.  Dr. Grimesey 
said the School Board’s decision process has not advanced to a stage at which it is appropriate to consider the fate of the 
existing structure.  He speculated that serious consideration would be given to demolishing the building in favor of a park for 
recreation or other community events.  Another parent noted that demolition of the current high school would require the 
construction of a new power plant for Jackson River Technical Center.  Dr. Grimesey acknowledged that a new power facility for 
JRTC would have to be provided, but he reminded participants that any such discussion remains very premature. 
 
10.  A participant asked if Dr. Grimesey’s “band aid” plan for limited improvements to the high school would have to be 
conducted over a long period of time, or could it be done all at once.  Dr. Grimesey said the School Board maintains several 
options for the high school.  One option would be to secure $10 to $20 million in debt and provide direction to the administration 
to carry out whatever improvements may be possible within the allocated funds. 
 
11.  A participant asked Dr. Grimesey to review the plan for improving flood protection at the high school.  Dr. Grimesey 
displayed a slide showing the extent of flooding in 1985 and a second slide showing the general design of a proposed flood 
protection plan.  He explained that a flood barrier would be designed to thwart spill-over from the river and that a series of traps 
and drains would collect mountain run-off for the purpose of pumping it down stream.  Participants noted that a flood protection 
project would reduce parking spaces. 
 
12. A participant asked if there would be any benefit in showing the long-term operating savings of a new building as opposed to 
the current building.  Dr. Grimesey said such work is likely to be done if the School Board proceeds with the development of 
formal design specifications.  However, he reminded participants that most operating savings are likely to be lost given the 
inclusion of air conditioning in a new structure.   
 
13.  A participant asked if the School Board had determined a value for the timber on the Gleason property.  Dr. Grimesey said 
the school division will issue a request for proposals for contractors to remove the timber if the School Board decides to proceed 
further with a new high school.  The participant said the School Board did not take full advantage of timber harvesting when it 
cleared land for Clifton Middle and Mountain View.  Dr. Grimesey said he would take the concern under advisement. 
 
14.  A participant asked if there were any wetlands on the Gleason property.  Dr. Grimesey said there would be a need to 
relocate some small scale wetlands, but he said engineers who have evaluated the wetlands expressed confidence that they 
could be relocated and possibly used as an outdoor learning laboratory. 
 
NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, January 9, 2008 with County Council of PTOs & PTAs meeting at 6 p.m. followed by Parent 
Advisory Committee meeting at 7 p.m. 
 

The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation, disability, or 
age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance issues associated with 
this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Fred C. Vaughan, Jr., Director of Student Services 

at Alleghany County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va.,. 540-863-1814. 
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