
 
 

 
 

Safe School Committee Meeting Notes 
November 7, 2007 

 
Present:  Fred Vaughan, Nancy Moga, Debbie Farmer, Kay Wrenn, Debbie Whiteside, 
Steven Hodges, Keven Rice, Donna Nye, Leslie Downer, Ryan Muterspaugh, Tamyra 
Ross, Dewey Knick, Jennifer Unroe, Jim Rhodes, and Chuck Harlow.   

 
1. The committee engaged in a lengthy discussion related to the MRSA issue.  Mr. 

Vaughan reviewed the division’s response to the recent case of MRSA in 
relationship to heightened levels of concern.  As a result, both Mr. Vaughan and 
Mr. Rice discussed measures revisited and implemented to assist in the 
prevention of MRSA and other communicable diseases.  It was noted that the 
nursing staff has been requested to provide training to all staff, including 
custodians and bus drivers, and students on MRSA.   

 
When asked to provide feedback regarding the division’s response, committee 
members overwhelmingly agreed that our response was measured and 
appropriate.  Decisions were based on science and not the hysteria created by 
the media.   
 

2. Mr. Vaughan informed the committee he, as well as Mr. Hutchison, AHS Athletic 
Director, had been in contact with Roanoke County and William Byrd High 
School officials on Friday, November 2, 2007 related to the unknown health 
concerns at WBHS.  (AHS and WBHS were scheduled to play football on the 2nd)  
Alleghany County officials were assured that no football players were involved 
with the current condition and were further assured by health officials that 
Alleghany players or others were not at risk. 

 
3. The Alleghany-Covington Pandemic Flu Committee met on October 4, 2007.  

Virginia Department of Health officials continue to assist with the groups 
planning.  We have been provided copies of sample plans from Roanoke City 
and Roanoke County Schools.  The committee plans to provide flyers and family 
planning booklets to families related to pandemic planning. 

 
4. The committee discussed the idea of implementing a school safety tip line that 

would allow students, parents, and the community to anonymously report school 
safety concerns.  The model would include a voicemail that would be monitored 
by the School Resource Officers.  Concerns were voiced related to the frequency 
of monitoring, the threat assessment process in determining valid threats, and 
delayed responses associated with imminent threats, such as suicides.  Mr.  
Vaughan will share these concerns with the administrative staff team seeking 
further feedback.   



 
5. Mrs. Donna Nye, Mental Health Counselor, reported that she has created two 

ongoing group sessions at both Alleghany and Covington High Schools.  She 
further reports that she has received many referrals and has filled her schedule 
quickly. 

 
6. Dewey Knick, SRO, reported that Chris Fisher was receiving DARE training this 

week.  He also observed that he felt misbehavior at AHS has been reduced this 
year due to the surveillance cameras.    

 
7. Mr. Rice reviewed safety components of the Division’s Five-Year Capital 

Improvements Plan.  He stated that funds have been budgeted to assist in 
providing access controls at the schools, including the creation of entry 
vestibules.  

  
8. The Local Emergency Planning Committee met on November 2, 2007.  Stan 

Crigger from the regional emergency response team provided a PowerPoint 
presentation related to the Virginia Tech tragedy.  He shared the lessons learned 
from the onset of the response to conclusion.  He has been invited to present to 
the School Safety Committee in February. 

 
9. Mr. Vaughan reported that VDOT has moved the funding date for the I-64 barrier 

project for the Island Ford Bridge to the DSLCC exit from 2014 to 2010.  This is 
good news and reflects the importance of parents and school personnel’s   
involvement influencing the decision making process.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: Tuesday, February 5, 2008  
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