
 
 

 
 

Safe School Committee Meeting Notes 
September 13, 2007 

 
Present:  Fred Vaughan, Nancy Moga, Debbie Farmer, Sherman Callahan, Kay Wrenn, 
Debbie Whiteside, Allan Mann, Steven Hodges, Keven Rice, and Donna Nye. 

 
1. After introductions, Mr. Vaughan reviewed the role and mission of the Safe 

School Committee. 
2. Mr. Vaughan reviewed the 2006-2007 discipline summary.  The administration 

reported 2,259 total incidents, a decrease of 190 over the 2005-2006 year.  The 
administration continues to refine the reporting process ensuring consistency 
among the schools, state, and law enforcement.   

3. The committee reviewed the 2006-2007 School Resource Officer (SRO) 
summary.  Officers reported a total of 75 arrests during the year as well as over 
250 referrals to administrators.  A brief discussion occurred related to the 
differences in terminology used by law enforcement and education. 

4. Results of the 2007 SRO survey were made available to the committee.  Both 
students and staffs at Clifton Middle School and Alleghany High School report 
overwhelming support of the SRO program and feel safe at school and at school 
events.   

5. A review of the 2006-2007 attendance data suggests that the school division 
once again exceeded the NCLB benchmark of 94%.  The committee was 
informed that beginning with the current school year, the benchmark rises to a 
rate of 95%.   

6. A report on the division’s School Health Advisory Board (SHAB) meeting was 
provided.  Discussion centered on the placement of Automated External 
Defibrillators (AED) in school buildings.  While these instruments have become 
much easier to use, questions still abound related to implementation in a public 
school setting.  Nurse Coordinator Leslie Downer will be conducting research on 
this subject and will report back to both SHAB and the Safe School Committee.  
The committee was also informed that the Nursing Program Grant ends at the 
end of the current year.  Mr. Vaughan reported that he intends to submit a three 
year grant proposal to the Alleghany Foundation in March 2008.   

7. Mr. Vaughan reported that the Alleghany Sheriff’s Office conducted a 
demonstration of its Emergency Response Team at Alleghany High School on 
August 17, 2007.  All high school staff and representatives from other schools 
observed. 

8. Mrs. Farmer and Mrs. Moga reported from the Safe Schools Conference held the 
first week of August in Virginia Beach.  They reported interesting workshops on 
topics that included inhalants, video access, and prescription drugs.  Mr. 
Vaughan invited members who might be interested in attending next year to let 



him know, as Safe and Drug Free Schools funds cover the costs associated with 
this conference.   

9. Mr. Vaughan and Mr. Rice discussed thresholds that have been determined in 
guiding the altering of the school schedule due to extreme cold or heat.  Schools 
will be delayed for two hours when the National Weather Service issues a wind 
chill warning for our area.  When an outdoor heat index is forecast at 100 or 
above (according to weather.com for zip 24426), AHS will close at 12:00.  This 
will allow for buses to transport students home and return to complete the 
Mountain View Elementary School and Clifton Middle School runs.  Committee 
members were also informed that AHS staff have the option to move to air 
condition locations at AHS or JRTC as space is available.  This strategy has 
been used by some staff.   

10. The committee was briefed on the division’s crisis response regarding the Sims 
tragedy.  Mr. Vaughan reported that three response teams were in place at 
Alleghany High School, Clifton Middle School, and Mountain View Elementary 
School by 12:00 on August 27, 2007.  Community Services also provide 
counselors and were on site at all three schools along with representatives of the 
ministerial associations.  Feedback has been positive from parents, students, 
and staff.   

11. Mr. Rice reported on a recent bus accident in the Callaghan area.  He reported 
that letters were sent home to all students who rode the bus explaining the facts.  
The committee agreed that this was a good practice. 

12. Jim Rhodes reported that several recent news articles have highlighted a 
heightened trend in teen suicide, particularly among females.  He reminded the 
group that procedures are in place, staff have received training, and that any 
concerns need to be immediately referred.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: Wednesday, November 7, 2007  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political 
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regarding compliance issues associated with this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human 
Resources and Fred C. Vaughan, Jr., Director of Student Services at Alleghany County School Board, PO Drawer 140, 
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