
 
 

Teacher Advisory Committee to the Superintendent 
Meeting Summary Notes: November 8, 2010 

 
Meeting Summary Notes are intended to serve as the superintendent’s reflection on the discussions that occur during advisory 

committee meetings.  They are not intended to be exhaustive.  Instead, they are intended to serve as a general record for our on-
going efforts to assess our needs, determine our goals, map out our strategies, and evaluate our policies, procedures and 

programs.  Participants should contact the superintendent if they observe any critical oversight or misinterpretation in these notes. 
 

Participants present: Joan Green (AHS), Cindy Ferris (BSES), Libby Pazdera (CES), Derek Cantrell 
(CES), Marty Wood (CMS), Jeanne Smith (FSES), Stacie Rose (MVES), Renee Warren (SES), Lorie 
Bess (Administrative Asst.), Mary Jane Mutispaugh (Director of Instruction), Elizabeth Heath (Director of 
Special Education) and Jan Hobbs (Director of Student Programs).   
 
1. Mrs. Mutispaugh reported Dr. Campbell had visited each school to discuss the budget even though 

there was little information to share at this time.  She added that the first information available from 
the state will be available when the Governor’s budget is released on December 17. 
 

2. Mrs. Mutispaugh reported each school has been given a draft academic calendar for 2011-2012.  She 
stated the next calendar committee meeting will be November 22 and she encouraged feedback to 
school representatives before then.  She reminded participants that there must be 180 instruction 
days for students. 

 
3. Dr. Heath reported she is working to develop a comprehensive plan for autistic students.  She stated 

this is in the planning process at this time and she is looking for a regular education representative to 
serve on the committee.   

 
4. A participant asked why teachers are not allowed to use wireless internet at the schools.  Mrs. 

Mutispaugh stated teachers are able to use wireless internet if they use a school division computer.  
She stated personal computers and flash drives cannot be used because there is no way to scan 
them for viruses before connecting to our wireless server.  She added if someone needs to use a 
personal flash drive at school, they must have it scanned first.   

 
5. A participant asked why administrators were given IPad’s.  Mrs. Mutispaugh replied the division 

purchased ten IPad’s in an effort to determine the feasibility of using them to replace laptops. She 
explained the IPAD’s are much less expensive and are easy to use.  She noted the two 
disadvantages of using IPad’s are (1) you cannot plug in a flash drive, and (2) they do not have the 
“office” platform.  She stated IPad’s are available for teachers to check out and she hopes to have 
one available in each school by the end of the year.  Mrs. Mutispaugh noted Powerschool is 
accessible with the IPad. 

 
REMINDER:  The next TAC meeting is Monday, January 10 at 3:30 p.m. 

 
The Alleghany County School Board does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, political affiliation,  
disability, or age in its programs and activities.  The following people have been designated as contacts regarding compliance 

 issues associated with this non-discrimination policy: Robert E. Carpenter, Director of Human Resources and Jan Hobbs,  
Director of Student Programs at Alleghany County School Board, P.O. Drawer 140, 100 Central Circle, Low Moor, Va., (540) 863-1814. 

 


